


GROUNDS MAINTENANCE ORDINANCE 

TOWN OF PROCTOR, VERMONT 

  

 

SECTION 1. AUTHORITY.  This ordinance is adopted by the Selectboard of the Town of 

Proctor under authority granted in 24 V.S.A. §§ 2291 (13), (14), and (15) and 24 V.S.A. Chapter 

59. 

 

SECTION 2.  PURPOSE.  The purpose of this ordinance is to establish measures to abate the 

public nuisances, health and safety hazards, and other harmful effects that arise from failure to 

maintain the grounds of properties in the Town of Proctor.  

 

SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS.  

 

A. Enforcement: Property Grounds Inspection Officer. The Town Manager or his designee is 

the Property Grounds Inspection Officer under this ordinance. The Property Grounds 

Inspection Officer may hold any other office in the Town of Proctor.  Nothing in this 

ordinance shall prevent the Property Grounds Inspection Officer from performing his or 

her duties under other regulations or ordinances that he or she may be designated to 

administer and enforce.  In the event that the Property Grounds Inspection Officer is 

unavailable, or has a conflict of interest, the Chair of the Selectboard shall perform the 

functions of the Property Grounds Inspection Officer and may designate a person to 

function as the Property Grounds Inspection Officer. 

 

B. The Property Owner. The Property Owner is the person or entity holding title to, 

controlling, occupying, or claiming a right to the property as indicated in the Grand List, 

on the Tax Map, according to the Land Records of the Town, or the records of a court in 

which a proceeding against the Property Owner or the property has been brought.  

 

SECTION 4. OBLIGATIONS OF PROPERTY OWNERS.  A Property Owner shall ensure 

that the following measures have been undertaken to maintain a property:   

 

 A. Walkways.  Walkways shall be safe for pedestrian passage. 

 

B. Premises. The grounds shall be clean, safe, and sanitary, free from waste, rubbish, debris, 

standing water or uncontrolled growth, and shall not pose a threat to the public health or safety. 

Grass shall not exceed a height of 6 inches. 
 

SECTION 5. VIOLATIONS. If upon inspection, the Property Grounds Inspection Officer 

determines that a property is not in compliance with any or all of the requirements of Section 4, 

the Officer will report the findings to the Selectboard. If the Selectboard accepts the findings, it 

shall give the property owner notice of the failure to maintain the property and demand that the 

property be brought into compliance with the applicable requirements immediately, in no event 

later than thirty days following the date of the notice. In the event of a failure to achieve compliance 

within the time allowed, the Selectboard may take such corrective action as it deems appropriate 

to bring the property into compliance including employment of the necessary labor and materials 

to achieve compliance. All costs incurred to perform such work as expeditiously as possible will 

be billed to the property owner and shall be chargeable as a lien against the property. 




